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SUBJECT: BRAZIL-US POLICY PLANNING CONSULTATIONS 

REF: BRASILIA 5856 

1 . AMBASSADOR SOUTO MAIRO, FOREIGN MINISTER'S 
CABINET CHIEF, INQUIRED JULY 23 AS TO USG REACTION 
TO DATES BRAZILIAN SIDE HAS PROPOSED FOR POLICY 
PLANNING TALKS. DCM AGREED TO SEEK TO EXPEDITE 
DEPARTMENT'S RESPONSE. 

2. SOUTO MAIOR SAID BRAZIL STANDS BY DATES SUGGESTED, 

BUT WENT ON TO RAISE QUESTION WHETHER RECENT VISIT 
HERE BY ARA DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY RYAN AND 
UPCOMING VISIT OF ASSISTANT SECRETARY LEWIS MIGHT 
NOT ELIMINATE NEED FOR POLICY PLANNING CONSULTATIONS 
AT THIS TIME. DCM POINTED OUT BOTH THESE VISITS 
FAIRLY SPECIALIZED IN NATURE, AND WOULD NOT 

COVER BROAD SPECTRUM OF ISSUES ENVISAGED IN POLICY 
PLANNING TALKS. 

3. SOUTO MAIOR THEN INQUIRED AS TO WHETHER US 
ELECTION CAMPAIGN MIGHT NOT HAVE SOME EFFECT ON 
TALKS. HE ASKED SPECIFICALLY WHETHER THERE MIGHT 
NOT BE CONSIDERABLE CHANGE IN POLICY PLANNING STAFF 
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COURSE BE SOME CHANGES IN COMPOSITION OF STAFF BUT THIS 
NEED NOT DIMINISH VALUE OF CONSULTATIONS THIS SUMMER. 

4. CONCLUDING CONVERSATION, SOUTO MAIOR REITERATED 
REQUEST FOR EARLIEST POSSIBLE INDICATION OF US THINKING 
ON SCHEDULING TALKS. 
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